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11"'::;l":;:'zf&:0-free parks are fast becoming the nory

By Bev Benda

GRAND FORKS — Hats off to
Molly Soeby of the Grand Forks
Park Board, for being “progres-
sive” in her quest to make life bet-
m lubucnrﬁpfhiﬂ

ng
Grand Forks.

normous can of
worms,” as one of
Soeby's fellow

This is not a “gi-

Viewpoint

While teen smoking is going
dwuiht:ﬂulu.chﬂwmbm
usage is going up. Making matters
worse, the tobacco industry spends
more than $26 million a day mar

cess lo obaceo
“nnm"ﬂwmm likely to try

'Ihbum-&eepnrhmthnaold
standard nationwide. This is nol a
new concepl and is no more dieta-
torial than are the signs in the park
that say “Drive slow,” “Clean up
after your dog” or “Replace your
divots on the golf course.”

Every park rule has a rationale,
and the public needs education be-
fore the rule can become the
“norm.”

Tobacco-free parks are safer and
cbanmrtunﬂﬁeﬂwtiﬂeﬂhﬂtu—
bacco products to our parks.
Some toddlers and puppies will eat
anything, even wads of tobacco or
cigaretie butts on the playground,
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would be an invasion of not
to mention & poor use en-
forcement time.

Remember: Most people do not
even use tobaceo.

The Park Board needs to recog-
nize the importance of role-model-
ing as well; it talented
coaches and and young peo-

cannol do it on the field or in
front of the TV camera.
It is time for Grand Forks to fol-
low MLE's lead, our com-
munity, and knock it out of our

parks, too.
Benda is a life and wellness coach
and a dietitian in Grand Forks.
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